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GRDERED FROM

DMinisters Refase to Go and
Reported Safe There Now.

A NOTICE OF WAR BY CHINA?

Goreroments. ‘

l\

Ceaference of Cabinet Oficers in Washingtpa
Decides to Awalt Fuil Advices From Min.

Effort Belng Made Now to Communicate
With Him—Foroe That Relleved Seymour
Pushing On te the Chinese Capital—-Capt.
MeCalla and Essign Taunsslg Ameng
Our Wounded In the Fighting Under Sey-
mour—Exceflent Work of Our Marines.

WASHINGTON, June 30.—Three official de-
spatches came to the Government to-day
which asserted positively that Minister Conger
was In Pekin and unharmed. These were from
Rear-Admiral Kempfl at Taku, James W. Rags-
dale, United States Consul at Tien-Tsin, about
whose safaty doubts were entertained up to
this morning, and Joseph H. Choate, Ambassa~
dor of the United Swtes In London, Another
nessage recelved by Wu Ting-fang, the Chiness
sinister, and laid before the State Depart-
ment by him, was to the same effcct. He sald
le had recelved it from & reliable private
source in China.

Mr. Choate sald that he had it on relfable au-
thority that the Foreign Ministers were szfo in
Pekin on June 25. The State Department
knows who Mr. Choat's Informant is, and while
declining to give out the despatoh or the name
of the official or other person who sent the news,
asserts that the source is thoroughly trust-
worthy.

Adiniral Kempff and Consul Ragsdalesay with-
out qualifiration that the Pekin Ministers
are "still there,” Admiral Kempfl's despatch
follows:

“Ministers Pekin aiven twenty-four hours to
leave on 19th. They refused. Still there.

“Pekin rellef force got half way, attacked by
Imperial t onps on 18th. MoCalla’s command
had 4 killed, 39 wounded. MoCalla and Ensign
Tauesig not seriously, Now ever fourteen
thousand froops ashore. Commander Wise
commanda at Tong-Ku in charge of transpor.
ta'ion, rajl aod river. Combined nationalities
find it necessary to make use of some civillans
10 operate railroads.”

This is Consul Ragedale’'s message:

“T1eN-T8IN, June 27,
‘To Hay, Washington:

“Siege of Tien-Tsin ralsed. Troops sent for

the relief of the legation returned in rain, fight-

ing seven separate battles. American loss ¢
killed, 38 wounded. On the 10th Minlsters given

twenty-four hours to leave Pekin. Refused.

8till there. [signed) Racspars.”

It will be noticed that Consul Ragsdale places

the American casualties higher than does Ad-

miral Kempfl, there being a discrepancy of 3
killed and 13 wounded in the number givem by

aoh. There wers only 100 men in Capt

' McCalla’s American detachment, and even
Kempfl's report that there were 20 casualties

. shows an enormous proportion of loss.

Every effort to get news of Minister Conger
wnd the other Americans In Pekin is being
iade by the Government. The official de=

% patches show that (he message received here
"'y Minister Wu Ting-fang several days ago,
%."'sted Pekin, June 19, aud signed by the Tsung-
" Yamen, or Forelgn Office, was authentio.
. 1at despatoh sald that the Miniaters, after re-
"/ iesting that Admiral Beymour's column be
' mitted to Pekin, and receiving the Chinese
'« vernment's refusal, were preparing to with-
2 uw. It did not appear from the despatoh
i‘, ether the Ministers had received their pass-
4 ts or had been merely requested to leave
. insure their safety, or whether they were
ting ready to depart because of the refusal

. - he Government to let Beymour enter, or

| use they considered that the demand for
surrender of the Taku forts, of which they
heard, meant war between the Powers and

’? a. After referring to the news of the de-
dat Taku, the Twung-li-Yamen says in its
age to Minister Wu: “‘This looked like an
Jlon, and we communicated the fact to the

/i zn Ministers in Pekin. They are toleave
J short time with their guards for Tien-

{ew of to-day's developments, establish-
e authenticity of this despatch, the re-
s quoted have a deep signifi‘ance. They
te that the demand on the Chinese com-
ar at Taku was considered by the Chinese
nment as an act of war, and that the
venis of Admiral Kempff and Consul
ale that the Ministers “wersa given
~four hours to leave Pekin on the 19th,”
tin date of the Tsung-ll-Yamen's mes-
ean that their passports were handed to
)ign diplomatic representatives, a virtual
tion of hostilities.

-
P

nment oficials consider it extremely |

s, thersfore. that China has been
- waging war against the European
Japan and the United States for the
-“.ru. but in view of the decision of the
ss of State, War and Navy this suppo-
Tat be confirmed before the United
"Jn a potition t> engage In hostilities
_Mpinese Government.
i wmlest safeguard against war restsin the
voment of the Powers, inocluding the
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PEKIN,

0 Accepted Ofclal™ by/ the

ister Conger—Rollef at the Repert of His'
Safety, Which Is Accepted as True—Every |

United States and Japan, to use their forces in
China only for the proteotion of foreign Interests
and to restore order. While the reports about
the state of affairs in Pekin and the attacka on
Beymour’s column furnish the excusethatsome
forelgn Governments may desire to wage war
on China for selfish ends, the hope is expressed
here that the Powers will continue to act con-
currently and that no radical aotion will be
taken until there has been an international
oonference,

ENVOYS HBLD AS HOSTAGES?

That Is the Mest Hoepeful View in European
Capltals.

Special Cadle Despaiches to THR SUN,

LONDON, June 80.—~The most hopeful view
held by any one in FEuropean diplomatio clr-
cles is that the Chinese Government la holding
the representatives of the Powers as hostages
pending the acoeptances of terms which will
presently be dictated from Pekin.  This theory
is hopeful, however, only in a humanitarian
sense. As a diplomatic problem {t ls°one of
the most dificult conceivable. The resolute,
tiger-apirited woman, who, there is no reason
to doubt, still dominates China, would by
such a move put the civilired world, even
assuming that it Is working in perfect har-
mony, into the gravest dilemma.

The news of the relief of Admiral Reymour’s
‘allied forces, which is the only fresh Intelll-
@ence of the week, soarcely mitigates the
apxiety of the European Governments, for it
l¥ the more serious Pekin problem darker

|} ever. There is no more talk anywhere
of good faith of the Chinese Government.
It by, no means follows that the worst has hap-
pened, for it Is beginning to be generally be-
lisved that a deep Orlental plot underlies the
whole erisls, and it ls hardly compatible with
the lowest Cliaese Intelligence that the Min.
{sters of the Powers should have been dellb-
erately slaughtered.

The evidence of careful planning is already
quite convincing, Admiral Sevmour 1en-
tions the great colleotion of modern guns and
ammunition at the arsenal where he took re-
fuge. It is now known that the best troops
in China were moving toward Pekin weeks
before the Boxer uprising. These include
the cavalry from Tartary, who are fleroe
fighters, as J.ord Elgin found to his cost. It
is more than a month since the troops of Hur-
ran, which are the best fighters in the Empire,
were ordered to Pekin. Behind them are
the Black Flags, whom the kreuch soldiers at
Tonquin no longer despise. Prinoe Tung
has aleo brought some men from the west,
and !houundn more are following. A whole
army corpes is in motion in Shang-Tung Prov-
ince.

It 1s fully established that {mperial troops
are actively opposing the foreigners, There-
fore, the problem of the allled Powers is clearly
defined It {s expeoted by some, especially
by the Beriln Foreign Office, that the next move
will be impudent proposals of a compromise
from Pekin with an implied threat of repris-
als against the imprisoned Ministers and their
=taffs unlese the compromise is accepted Then
if Chinese expectations are realized the Powers
will fail to agree and will either fall out among
themselves or reach a deadlock, leaving the
Empress mistress of the situation

It is now admitted by every one that nothing
less than & complete, thoroughly equipped army
corps will be adequate If the problem must
be solved with foroe This involves either
six weeks of delay or disproportionate contribu-
tions by the Powers The latter proposition
is already ocausing the friction which it was
feared could not be avolded. Russia protests
against Japan's exoessive share, and some mild
disputes between the Admirals are reported.

The Russian press continues to assert that
the Russians are doing all the fighting and its
tone toward England this week has been bit-
terly hostile. A few days ago the report came
to THR SUN oorrespondent from a source en-
titled to respect to the effect that Russia has
been making herculean efforts for months past
to rush the completion of her transconti-
nental rallway, that work had been done on
the roadbed at many isolated points by an im-
mense foros whose operations had been kept
as secret as possible and that it was possible
to finish the temporary or military railway by
September. The news seemed Incredible, but
the Times Bt Petersburg correspondent to-
day sends the astonishing news that the line
connecting Vladivostook and Port Arthur is al-
most finished. §

The total length of ralls laid on the Man-
churian maln lines at the beginning of April
was 828 miles. No more rails could be put
down on the southern branch of the eastern
seotion until the middle section was completed,
whereas to the northwest of Harbin the work
of laying rails has been going on without inter-
ruption. It is estimated that altogether about
nine hundred miles of the Manchurian Rall-
way have been completed and when two gaps,
covering 330 miles, have been filled with a
rapidly made military line, if necessary the
anthorities of Amur and Ussuri will be able
to send troops from Khabarovka or Vladi-
vostok to Port Arthurand Dalny even be-
fore the Chinese crisis ends. This part of
the line is expected to be ready for traffic be-
fore the end of the year. It is evident, thers-
fore, that Russia has been taking no chances
for a long time past in regard to the Far East-
ern possibilities.

Nothing definite has yet been made pub-
lie in regard to the conferences of the Powers
which have been progressing practically with-
out cessation for more than two weeks. There
{s no reason to doubt that all are still agreed
on the necessity of a strong invasion of China
g0 long as resistance is maintained. In fact
the sending of a strong Furopean and Ameri-
can force to Pekin is the minimum require-

a move should be made,

But beyond these elementary Ideas noth-
ing has apparently been aocomplished. No
one has yet proposed a conference of the Pow.
ers to deal with the whole Far Eastern ques-
tion. Perhaps all recognize that such an
attempt at a solution would be futile and worse
than useless while rivalries and national tem-
pers are what they are,

Fortunately no Government or people fails
to appreciate the momentous peril of the situa-
tion for the world at large. Diplomacy is
to have ita saverest test In the very last hours
of the century. The Spectalor to-day points

when it says:

“At this moment incalculable eonsequences
depend upon the temper of flve or six foreign
secretaries, and serenity in them becomes almost
as valuable as Intelligence. The personal equa-
tion as a fact in diplomacy has regainad most, if
not all, of its an~ient value, an‘l the character
of the Individuals who have the first right of
ooun-ellng in internaticnal affairs is nearly
| as important as the charncter of armies, It
| {s foolish to say that nations govern and that
| thelr rosolves can be transmitted by post,

Nations do not understand the fact«, and before

thev can be made to understand them the in-

dividuals who represent them may have com-
| mitted them irretrievably. A foreign secre-
taryship for the moment, and the moment

!

question must be radically settled as the out-
come of the present crisis. The solution will
come best from the man and country who
are diainterested. It should come, not in the
form of battleships and regiments, but as a
mere suggestion. Whoever has the brains
and is clever enough to make it will rank as
the greatest statesman of the Victorian era.
Perhape those pessimists are right who be-
lieve that no peaceable solution is possible,
In that case we rhall have what Europe has
long been dreading and preparing for.

Pagts, June %0.—~M. Deleassé, the Minister
of Forelgn Affairs, has received a despatch
from the French Consul at Shanghal stating
that the Taotal deolares that the forelgn Min-
{sters at Pekin are safe under the high protec-
tion of the Empress Dowager.

87. PRTEROBURG, June 30.--The Novosti says
that the officlal Russian view of the trouble in
China is that Russia must play the leading role,
The interests of Russla are supreme innorthern
China and she must have a leading voice in the
settlement of the trouble.

FORCE PUSHING ON 70 PEKIN.

Our Men's Share in the Rellef of Tien-Tsin
~The Forces Landed.

Special Cadle Despaich to THR SUN,
From a Staff Correspondent of THE SUN.

Taxv, June 27, ¢ P. M. via Chefoo, June 28,
and Shanghal, June 30, 8:35 A M.—Col. Schonin-
ski arrived at Taku this morning. He reports
that Vice-Admiral Seymour's column has been
relieved and is now at Tien-Tsin. The column
which relieved Beymour under the Russian
Colonel Stoessel is believed to be pressing on to
Pekin. Inspite of the previous reports there
were no Pekin people with Seymour. No de-
talls have been received here as to Seymour's
losses as yet

The Japanese are now landing 2,000 troops
here. The tolal number of foreigners so far
landed is as foliows: British, 8,200, Germans,
1,800; Russlans, 4,500; Japanese, 8,600; French,
800; Itallans, 200; Ausirians, 130, and Americans,
3%0; total, 18,780. This Includes approximately
800 Pekin guards and a French battalion of
800 from Saigon which is expected ho rly. All
the troops are pressing forward as rapidly as
possible,

Yesterday the British torpedo boat destroyer
Fame ascended the river beyond Tien-Tsin and
exam'ned the Hainohung fort. S8he found it
deserted aud destroyed it. To-day Lieut
Jayne of the Newark took an armed tug and is
examining the river from Taku to Tien-Tsin,

Major Waller'sbattalion of American marines
playeia fine part In the relief of Tien-Tsin.
After the repulse of the Russian and American
oolumn on June 21 they retreated to Chung-
Lian-Chung, where they received reénforce-
ments which brought their number up to
2,800, with six guns. On June 22 further reén-
foroements of Russians, Germans and Italians
increased the strength of the column to 3,500,
At 4 o'clock on the morning of the 28d the foroe
advanced in two ocolumns. Major Wuller's
foroa with the Britlsh sallormen and the
Welsh Fusiliers under Commander Craddock
formed the firing line on the river bank.

The Russlans, Germans and others took the
road where the column had been repulsed on
the 21st. This column met the enemy and got
into a fight. Waller rushed to reénforoe the
Ruesians, Germans, &o., and took the advanoce
The American marines volleyed magnificently.
The Chinese exploded a mine under the
marines but Inflicted little damage beyond
some brulses. Then Major Waller rejoined the
British and attacked the military oollege.

While crossing the river Private Hunter
of the marines was killed and Sergt. Taylor
and Corporal Pedrick wcunded.

The column charged the villages near the
walled oity and entered Tien-Tsin in the after-
noon. They found the American force there of
200 marines and 200 bluejackets under com-
mand of Iieut. Irwin and Cadet Pettingill in
good shape. Private Nichols had been killed
and one other wounded. The men had plenty of
ammunition left. Admiral S8eymour was then
intrenched eight miles north of the city, He
was surrounded and was being shelled con-
stantly,

The breech blocks of the guns of the Chinese

| flagship have been distributed among the Brit-

ish, German and Russi.n flag=hips,

Four Chinese gunboats which were captured
by the British hava been distributed, one each
to the Russians, French and Germans. The
English retained the other. One of the gun-
boats was offered to Admiral Kempff, but he
declined to accept it.

OUR CAUTION APPROVED.

Froench Government Sees the Trap Lald by
the Chinese Vicerovs,
Special Cadle Despatehio Tir SUN
Paris, June 30.--The reserve shown by the
Washington Government against entering the
trap prepared by the Chinese Viceroys is fully
appreciated in Paris, where similar caution has

|

been displayed. All cables that emanate from
Chinese sources are read with the utmost suse
1 icion and have no effect on the steps that have

ment of the situation in every one's view, even | been taken fo assert France's prestige in con-
though the Chiness attitude should change | junction with the other Powers in the matter
to an apologetio one and objection to such | of restoring ord r.

The Figaro says the sitnation in China is too

| grave to entertain the proposals of the Viceroys

|

|

|
|
|
|
i

ount a most interesting feature of the orisis |

to proteot forelgnors.  These proposals cannot
be regarded as the basis for serious nexotia~-
tions.

A Caleutta despatch says that 20,000 native
troops are about to start for China. The num-
ber causes some surprise here.

OUR SNMALIL FORCE IN PEKIN,

Capt. Myers in Charge of the American Marines
There—Delayed Despatch From Kempff,
Special Cabdle Despateh to THE SUN,

From a Staft Correspondent of THRE SUN,

CuHEF00, June 25.~Admiral KemplT writes to

" United States Consul Fowler here as follows:

may last a long while, has Lecome by sheer |

, foroe of events the great Mea in every

| state.”
It might be added that No IAD’s responsi-
| pility is greater and no man's opportunity so
gr ot in this emergency of nations as Johm
Europe kows, and America may well

Ha =~
Imonln the truth, also, that the Chinese

“Sinoe communication was Interrupted on
June 10 we have received only one Pekin des-
patch dated June 12.  There is no later direct
or indirect news from United States
Minister Conger. Four hundred and thirty

BOXERS RAIDING CHEF0OO NOW.
Shan-Tung Province ia Revelt and Massacre
of Foreigners Threatened To-day.

Spectal Cable Despateh to THR SUN.
LONDON, July 1.—A despatch from Shanghal

says that the German coal mines near lchow-fu,
Shan-Tung, have been burned. The Governor
of Bhang-Tung sent a cavalry esoort to conduot
the Germans to a place of safety. The Boxers
attacked and lo ted Chin-Chow and destroyed

the mission,
The Governor has also notified the
people of Chefoo that he is unable to

protect that place, as the whole province
is in arms. The rebels are destroying the
mi-sions and the foreigners are escaping
under the escort of Chinese soldiers. Interrup-
tion of t legraphlec communloation between
Chefoo and Shanghali Is hourly expected.

The Boxers have placarded Kading—a day’s
march northwest of Shanghal -with notices
fixing July 1 as the date for the massacre of all
foreigners and the burning of all residences
and bulldings.

‘I he rallway from Taku to Tien-Tsln bas been
restored. Organized attacks on the Port
Arthur and Monkden Railway are keeping the
Ruseians busy. They have already killed
twelve of the rebels,

BERLIN, June 30.—-In view of the possibility
of danger to Christian missiona in 8han-Tung,
the Government has instructrd the German
Governor of Tsin-Tau to take the necvssary
measures for their protection immedlately, in
conjunction with the Chinese authorities,

CAPTURE OF THE ARSENAL.

British OfMicer’s Report of the Fighting North-
east of Tien.Thin,
Special Cadle Despalch to THR SUN.
LoNpoN, June 80.—The War Office has re-
ceivad tho following from Col Dorward:
“CHEF00, June 80, 1:15 P. M.—The arsenal
northeast of Tien-Tsin was captured ou the
morning of the 27th by the conbin d forcea.
The Britsh forces engaved were the Naval
Brivad: and one of the E-glish Chinese regi-
menta All the remalnder wore he d in reserve
The Nava B ignde had 4 killed in actior: and 1§
wounded, neluding 2 offleers. 1 he Chii ese
rexitnent had no ea ualties. The latterche ked
a counter attack by the Boxers ou the eft flank
with heavy loss to the enemy. "

Forty Maxim Guns and Ammunition Ordered
Seat to China.

Special Cable Despaten o THR SUN.
Loxpox, June 80,—The cru'ser Argonaut,
with 400 marines and 441 seamen, leit Ports-
mouth to-day for China under command of

Commander Eustace.
Forty Maxims and 5,000,000 rounds of small
arm ammunit.on were ordered sent to China

to-day.

NOT AT WAR,

OFFICIALLY,

Secretaries Hay, Root and Long so Agree at
a Conference in Washington.

WasmiNaTon, June 30.—The position of the
Government in the Chinese crises, with partic-
ular regard to the position of the Ameri-
can Minister at Pekin and the killing
of Amerioan scanwen and marines by
Chinese forces, which Adi (ral Beymour re-
ports were comj osed partly of Chinese imperial
troops, was defined at a conference held to-day
by the Secretary of State, the Becretary of War
and the Secretary of the Navy, the principal
officers of the Government who are in town.
After the conference statements were obtained
as to what hud been determined, which justify
the following as an explanation of the Govern-
ment’s attitude:

A state of war involving the United States
and China does not exist o (-lnll{ 1f Chinese
imperial troops attacked the Pekin relfef ccl-
umn, that does not constitute a casus belll
unless the hostile action of its soldiers was in-
dorsed by the Chinesa Government. The state-
ments from oificial sonrees that twenty-four
Sﬂuri was glven Minister Conger and the other

iplomatic representatives within which to
leave Pogin were accepted as true, but the as-
sumntion of such a saemingly unfriendly atti-
tude by ¢ hina need not necessarily be deemed
& calse of War unless v.lu-;‘lr passports were hand-
ed to the Ministers, he three Becretaries
could not dete rmine, after rcading the nrmn
fromn Admiral Kempff and one practically sim-
flar from Consul Ragsdale at Tien-Tsin that
the Chinese Government had iscued the orde;
for the Minlsters to leave, and it was suggeste
that perhaps the Boxers had toid them to go.

THE IOWA MAY GO TO CHINA,

Collter Ordered From Norfolk With Coal
for the Fleet.

WASHINGTON, June 30.—Secretary Long to-
day sent orders to the Commandant of the
Norfolk Navy Yard for the collier Ceesar to
proceed thence to Taku with a cargo of coal
for the United States ships there. The collier
Scindia, now on her way from Oibraltar to
Cardiff, Wales, to get coal, is also under orders
to proceed to Takn., These arrangements are
the outcome of the rise in the price of coal

and the cost of freightage due to the demands
of the international fleet in Chinese waters,
The Navy Department finds it cheaper to send
its own colliers.

The battleship Towa, now on ttl\: Pacific
coast, may be sent to Taku. The Navy De=
artment is considert her ment to

inesn service, but will walt to hear from
Admiral Kempff whather, in view to the acol-
dent to the Oregon, he will need snother ahw

The training ship Buffalo laft Malta for Port
Said to-day on her way to Manila, where she
will transfer 400 men 1o be assigned to ships
in the Phillppines and China.

The flagship Brooklyn, Rear Admiral Remey
which left Hong Kong to-day for Taku, Is not
expected to reach her destination for at least
eight days ns «he will eoal at Nagasaki

'he gunboat Princeton, which arrived at
Hong Kong to-day, will call at Canton and other
Chinese ports to ascertaln {f American inter-
earm rn;.ulu protection from the anti-foreign

ement.

MN'CALLA AND TAUSSIG WOUNDED,

Neither of Them, However, It Is Delleved, Is
Serious'y Hurt,

WasHINGTON, June 80.—It Is inferred
from Admiral Kempfl's ctatement that
Capt. McCalla and Ensign Taussig were

wounded, that there were no other casualties
amoug the officers of the American contingent,
and that the four killed and the other wounded
were all enlisted men,

The composition of MeCalla's foree is not
known here, but it is supposed to be composed
of bluejackets and marines of the Newark.
Admiral Kempfl reported some time ago that
it consi=ted of 100 men. Major L. W. T. Waller's
foree of 130 United States marines, ambushed
near Tien-T«in, may have been with the column
which went to the relief of S8evmour. admiral
Kempff has baci in<triucted to telegraph the
list of MeCalla's casualtles as soon as possible,

Young Josenh K. Tanssig, the ensign who
was wounded, |s Washington bov. His
father is Commander Fdward D. Taussig

forelgners, including fifty-six American
marnes under Capt. Myers, went to Pekin to
guard the legations.  On June 10 100 Americans |
Joined 2,400 others an ! started to relleve Pekin, |
with Chinese sanction. On June 13 they were
at Lang-fang. Since then they have not been
reported. They had a week’s supplies. Notity |
the Governor of Chinan Yamen that any news
he can obtain or that is obtainable, or any effort
possible to relieve the legations should be done
at any hazard. All our energies here are neces-
sary 1o relieve Tien-Tsin."

The above has just been received by a Japa- |
nese warship from Taku.

Carl H, Schaltz's
tificial Vichy, Seltzers and Carbonle, In Quart and
éx’nl Hoitles lgv oul-of town shipmenis Xﬂ orders
y:v‘llm ‘o Carl H. Schulta, 430 lstav.~
A ¢

of the gunboat Yorktown, now av}fund in
onrr ing offlclal messages between Taku and
Chefoo. He has a brother who is a L euten-
ant in the Marine Corps.

REPORTS EXMINISTER DENDNY SAFE,

Shanghal Correspondent Evidently Refers to
Present Minister Conger.
ey Special Cadle Despakeh to THER SUN
LoxpoN, Julv 1,- A despaich to Dalziel’s
News Agency from S8hanzhal states that Mr
Charles Denby, the former American Minister,
8 "safe,” but the correspondent does not say
where,
RoME, June 30.--The Itallan warships Ver
suvio and 8trombolio sailed for China to-day.
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HARBOR ABLAZE

it Hoboken.

100 LIVES LOST.

Three Liners St Afirg by
Burming Catton

WAREHOUSEGONETO00

Saale, Bremen and Main the
Ships That Perished.

75 MAY BE DEAD ON SAALE.

Drifting Coal Boat Carries the Fire to
Goveruors [slaad

Flames Started In a Cotton Bale on a North
German Lloyd Pler—Water Tarned On
Promptly, bat It Did No Good—In a Few
Minutes the Pler Was Ablage From One
Ead to the Other—Other Plers and the Ships
Lying st Them Aflame Before Any Effective
Work Counld Be Done~Three Vessels Palled
Out Into the Stream-Kalser Wilhelm der
Gresse Saved - Futile Attempts to Check
the Fire en the Saale and the Bremen
~The Main Burned at Her Pler—Heart-
Rending Cries From the Saale—Many Must
Have Perished on Three Ships -Persons
Rescued and Taken te Hospitals — The
River Fall of Blazing Barges and Lighters,

A hundred or
lives perhaps—but
and possibly five or
worth of  property, inoluding  three
fine steam:hips of the Bremen Line,
were lost in the tremendous fire that
scourged the Hoboken waterfront yesterday
afternoon. The steamship Main was burned
at her dock with a great number
men aboard The Saal’, now beached
on the Jersey flats, went down the
river all afire with fireboats and a fleet of tugs
picking off her such men as they could and
picking up such as lung themselves overboard
to escape the flames. In her hold are many
corpses,

It was reported by a tugboat eaptain who had
been alongside the Saale early this morning
that there were seventy-five dead men In her,
forty-five of whom peri-hed when her stern
sank after she had been run ashore on the
Jersey flata

IMPRISONED ON THE BREMEN,

The Bremen with seventeen living men
aboard, penned on one side of her hold, fire
aft and forward, and fire above them and on
the other side, was beached off Weechawken
at night. Fifty tugs Fhung around
her, striving to put out the fire and cool her off
with hundreds of tons of water. The 17 living men
talked with the tugboat men through the ports
They said the men on the other side of the hold
must be dead. Late at night when THE Sux's
tug came away the rescuers had good hopes
of getting the living men off alive,

A list of some hundred seamen, firemen and
longshoremen rescued, chliefly from the Saale,
has been complled. The fate of the ¢Mcers of
somecf the ships is in doubt. It is believed that
Capt, Mirow of the Saale is lost,

Thers were eighteen lghters all told at the
several plers. Some of them burned and sank
near shore, Tho others, with their cargoes
ablaze, flonted down stream.

& hundred and ffty
is  guesswork—

six milllon dollars’

it

of

(UESSES A8 TO THE DEAD,

It ix guesswork to say how many are dead,
but the lowest guess is 100, Thereisan unknown
number in the hold of the Baalc, and a number,
probably great, in the hold of the Main.
Many men of the crews were pracically
homeless, save for the ships, and there is no
one to report them missing until a general
muster of the crews can be made. Thase
bodies have beon brought ashore:

Charred body of & man, brought to Dattery from
Saale by erew of tug Mutual.

Trunk of woman, brought to Battery from the
Saale by erew of tug Mutual.

Body of & man and body of A woman at the Morgue.
Hoboken, Man Karl Schumacher, "longshoreman,

Bodles of \hree men at Valencia Boat Club. Al
were taken from the river.

Body at Spe(r's morgue, Jersey Clty,

The fire destroyed all the North German
Lloyd piers, a great quantity of cotton-—for it
was & cotton fire at the start—and

the storage warehouse of Campbell & Co. to
the north of the pler, a great building full of

valuable merchandise.

E&wW. Eaw E.aw,
“w hite linen,
A cool varm westher ~Adn

Suips andPiers Burned

| talking with all the people In authority that he
could find, that he thought the loss would
be “under sixtesn milllon."" But he catimated

which is far out of the way.
THE BRGINNING OF THE PIRE,

Fire in a bale of cotton on Pler 3, the most
souterly of the four plers belonging to the
North German Lloyd Line, started the confla-
gration. It was a few minutes after 4 o'clock
wien O, L, Spengler, an employee of the trans-
portation company which handles the baggage
at the North German Lloyd pi*rs, wa'ked into
his company’s office to count up and to carry
away the money wh'ch was there. Looking
down the pier as he entered the office hesawa
bale of cotton ablaze. Having worked about
the piers nearly all his life Spengler realized at
once that, with so miany more bales of cotton
near the burning one, the pi*r and all property
on it wera in danger, He at once so: nded an
alarm which attracted the atteation of a num-
ber of longshoremen on the pier.

Company gotoutalin:of hose and began play-
ingon the burninz cotton tale. A strong wind
from the southwe:t w. « blowing, and theffret
of 1hat one line of Lo-e was like the pouring of
acup of wawer on tha flames, In ashort time
the flames hd s; read to other cotton bhales, and
from them to the structure of the pler, and in
five minutes, as it aypear-d to those who were
watching, Pier 8 was afire from one end to the
other.
FORTY MEN PURSUED SY THE FLAMES,

Capt. Max Mol''r, the pler suverintendent,
was In his oflce on Pier 2, the next pler north to
the one whera the flre atartad, attending to the
paying off of longshoremen. The fire was well
under way on Pler 8 before he knew about it
Under his orders an alarm was turned In and
the Hoboken Fire Department responded
prow.ptly. He ran from his office to Pler 8, fol-
lowed by about forty longshoreinen, who were
waiting fo. their money.

In tryine to find out what the situation on
Pier 3 was Capt. Moller and the men with him
became shut off by t'ie flames from the yard in
fruat of the ; iers, and, sceing there was no way
out except by tha river he called to the long-
shoremen to follow him. They ran down to the
pler head, ¢l .used by the flames, and made their
escape by Jjumping to a lighter, From the
lighter they wer * taken ashore by a tug.

When the Fire Department arrived the
flamos had spread from Pler 3 northward to
Pler 2 and were racing for Pler 1. The streams
from a soore of lines of hose meemed to have no
more ¢ffect upon them, fanned us they were by
the strong wird, than had t » water turned on
to the first cotton bale. In less than twenty
minutes every pler belonging to tha North
German Lloyd Company was burning, as was
the pier of the Thingvalla Line next on the
north. 5

EFFORT TO SAVE THE SHIPS,

Four North German Lloyd liners were lying
at the plers. No ship was at either side of the
pier on whioh the fire started. On the south
side of Pler 2 luy tha Saale. On the opposite
side of that pier the Bremen was tied up, and
on the south side of Pier 1 lay the Kaiser Wil-
helm der Grosse. On the northside of Pler 1
lay the Main, n brand-new ship which had
crossed the ocean only twice.

As soon as it was seen that a conflagration
was threatened the attention of all the eme
ployees of the line was turned to saving the
ships. The great volume of smqgke which
mounted skyward and was driven eastward by
the wind attracted the attention of every tug-
boat captain in that part of the river. The
stream immediately in front of the burning
plers soon swarmed with tugs. Two or tl ree
made for each of the liners.

The Kalser was the first to connect with its
tugs, but after they had made fast to her stern
her great steel hawsers were still holding her to
the pier. Already the heat had made it impos-
sible for men to hand/e those hawsers and cast
them loose from the mooring posts.

“Chop tha hawsers in two!"” yelled some one
in the crowd

It was the work of only & moment to bring
axes and stout arms begun hacking away at the
steel ropes, One after another the haw:ers
snapped In two, and slowly the great liner
moved out into the stream.

FLAMES ON THE KAIARR PUT OUT.

Before she was clear of the pler, however, it
was seen that her starboard bow was afire.
The craw iinmediately got to work on that part
of the vessel, and by the time she was well out
in the siream the fire was practically out. As
compured with the other ships the damage to
this, the finest steamer of the line and one of
the finest in the world, was slight.

AWFUL BIOHT ON THF BAALE.

While the crew of the Kais'r Wilhelm der
Grosse was at work on her the crews of the
Saale, the Bremen and the Main wera doing
tii*ir bestto save those ships. The Baale was
the next of the four to get out into the river. As
shoswung clear of the pier she was a mans of
flame and smoke, She wasafire from stem to
stern. Persons afloat ard : shore heard heart-
r nding cries from the men aboard. Buddenly
heads were seen at purt holes on the port side
and then brawny arms were waving frantically

out of the same holes. As the first head ap-
peared a man on a lighter near Pier 3 yelled:

“For God's sake, somebody go to the Baale!
A lot of the crew are down in the hold."”

Tugs ran up as close to the burning vessel as
they could and pikes were made fast to some of
the port holes. Desperate attempts were mada
by those at the port holes to get a firm hold on
the plkes, but it is feared that many
who were in the Saale’s hold when she
swung clear of the pler were burned to death

The ship was towed down the river to about
opposite Barclay street, and held there until
the New Yorker and one other fireboat ran
alonguide, Great streams of water wera im-
mediately throw. upon her, but they seemed
inadequate to check the flames in the siightost |
degre

LEFT THE SAALE TO SAVE THE BREMEN

While everybody ‘s attention wus fixed upon
the mancuvrings of the Kaiser Wilhelm de-
Grosse, which was held in midatream about

l

Fire Chief Applegate of Jersey City said, after  gnd Saale, the Bremen's hawsers had (o be

I and chiemically neutralizes all disease breeding mat-
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opposite the pier of the Pacifie] Mall Sieamship
Company. and of the Saale, the crew ol the
Bremen, ussisted by the crews of three or four
tugs, were getting her loose irom the north
side of Pier 2. As was the case with the Kaiser

Platt's Chlorides Instantly Disinfects

the loss on the burned boa's at $9,000,000,

The fire brigade of the North G rm n Lloyd !

PRICE FIVE CENTS.

- ~ —
chopped before ste eould Awing loose OM‘
free, she moved out into the stream and was
towed over toward th - New York shore about
opposite Desbrosses str et,

The fireboats, fliding they could do nothing
to save the Faale, abandonei her and ran up
alongside the Bremen. ‘I heir streams had beon
playing upon the Bremen only a short thoe
belore it was obvious that the water wa- get
ting the better of the fire,

FIRE CARRIED TO THE NEW YORK BHORE.

Thisfact wasno sooner realized than a new den
ger threatenad. The liner, carriod by the rivsp
current, was drifting steadl'y toward the New
York shore. Suddenly a gust of wind ocarried
srarks from the burning ship to the roof of the
Pennsvivania ferryhouss at the foot of Des=
brosses straet. More sparks followed the first
ones until the roof of the ferryhouss caught
fire, and for a short time it was feared that the
flames from New Jersey had bean borne across
the river to work havoe in New York

The fire on the ferryhouse had hardly started
before men were dashing buckets of water upon
i1, All this time the Bremen was drifting fne
shore. Finaily a great tcoting of the New
Yorier's whistle brought more tugs alongeide
thaliner. These tues made fast and succesded
after alittle in pulling the Bremen nearer the
¢ ntre of the river.

NO HELP FOR THE MAIN,

But by the time any one thought 1o ask after
the fate of the Main sh» wa+ beyond the possi-
billty of saving  As has been sald, sh was on
the north aid: of Pier 1, the mosi northern of
the North German Llo d plers  Sne was fitied
with wlhat are known as sunsalls.  As the
flaines swept northward from one pier to une
other they found fair fuel in these pieces of
cinvas, and before any cne realized It the
ship was afra from stem to stern. The
withdrawal of the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse
from the south side of the rier ook away all
the shicld which the Main bad from the fire,
und long before the Bremen even was clear «f
her pler this new and splendid specimen of
marin» architeciure was ufire in every part.
80 quickly did the flamues cateh and hold Ler
that no attemnpt was made to save her, Moored
t her pier she lay and burned to the water's
edio. All that was left of her practically was
her hull,

THINGVALLA LINE PIER BURNED.

Immadiately north of Pier 1 was the pier of
the I .ngvalla Line  After the fire had sweps
the North German Llovd viers and had run riot
In hull and rigging on the Main the flames
Ianred to the Thingvaia pler and that plece of
property al'o was destroyed. The steamer
Norge of the Thingvalla Line had been lying at
the rorth side of that ier, but as soon asthe
fire wa discovered on Pler 8 of the North Ger-
man L'oyd the captain of the Norge made quick
work of casting his hawsers loose and of run-
uing his ship out into the river and so far up-
stream that she could not possibly be within
reach of the flames,

HAMBURG-AMERICAN PIERS BAVED,

As 800N as the fir» was well started the fire-
men realized that it wou!d be useless to unders
take to fight the fire with the idea of saving any
burning property. They, therefore, directed al
of their «fforts toward saving adjolning prop-
erty. South of ithe Norsh German Lioyd plers
are those of the Hamburg-American Packet
Company. Between the pier on which the fir»
started and the most northern of the pier. of
the Hamburg-American Line was a woodn
shed. At plers south of this shed lay 1hs
Pheenicia and the splendid Kalser Friedric!
The Chief of ihe Fire D partment belfeved that
with the wind blowing from outhw-st to narth-
east, he oould save not only these two ships, but
all the Hamburg-American piers by tearing
down the shed.

The crew of a hook and lagder truck was
sent to attack this ghed shortly after the fire on
Pler 8 got well under way and the result was
that the Hamburg-American plers were dam-
aged bardly at all.

The two other pieces of property threatened
by the fire were Campbell's storage warehouse
and the United States bonded stores. Both
were brick bulldings and both contained large
quantities of whiskey and spirits as wellas a
great deal of cotton. The United States
bonded stores were just west of Pier 3 The
win | was strong enough to carry the flames
beyond this building, so that it escaped any
serious damage, It wes thought at firet thas
the Campbell stores would also escape,

CAMPBELL STORES BURNED.

Shortly before 5:30 o'clock, however, some=
bod * yelled that Camphell's stores were afire.
These stores included two bulldings. The
bullding furthest south caught fire near the
roof at~the southenst corner, Just what the
flames found in that particular bullding to feed
upon so rapidly no one could tell In fifteen
minutes, however, a dense black smoke poured
from t' e building, greatly hampering the wo
of the firemen. Slowly but steadily the fire
its way northward through the south bu
spread to the building on the north, and
o'clock last night the siores were totally
stroyed,

de=
THE PORTSMOUTH IN PRRIL.

With the destruction of the four piers of the
North German Llovd Livo, vhe one of the
Thingval a Line and Can.pbell's stores, the fire
was brought under control simply because it
bhad noth ng more to feed upon. A broadaslip
north of the Thingvalla Line pler separated
that pler from some boat club floats. Just
north of the floats lay the old United States
sloop-of-war Portamouth, used as headquarters
of the New Jersey Naval Reserve, When it was
known that the Thingvalla Line pier was afire
it was feared that the old man-of-war was
doomed. The flames were not able to jump
the slip, however, and so the sloop was saved.

Whan the fire started on Pier 31t is estimated
that there were about five hundred men, mcatly
‘longshoremen, on all of the plers. There wers
many men on each of the ships, but besides the
liners there were half a dozen canal boats and
ten or twelve lighter-, most of them loaded with
cotton, tied (o Pier 3 and Pler 2. On some of the
canal boats were women and children, On
nearly nll of the iners there were sorne women
who had gone aboard during the afternoon as
visitors Shortly after the fire started the
wildest stories were afloat as to the number of
persons who had been drowned or burned te
death.

NUMBER OF MEN ON THE SHIPS.

According to the statement of an old eme
ployee of tie North Gernan Lloyd Company,
the ‘ollowing 18 an approximately correct estle
mnte of the oMcers and erew of each of the four,
North German Lioyd ships: Kalser Wilhelm def
(irosse, 500, Main, 160: Saale, 100; Bremen,
150. These figures are for full crews. Yester-
day nbout half of the crews of some of'the ships
hud shore leave. 8o far as is known, not a life
was lost on the Kalser Wilheim der Grosse.

A BREMEN CABIN BOY'S TALM.

A story from the Bremen was brought ashore
by a s xteen-year-old boy named Paul Kutza.
He was employed as a cabin boy, Soon after
the -hip swung loose from her pler, Kutza,
be ieving that the vessel would surely be de-
stroved, jumped overboard. He swam about
in the river for a time and was finally plcked up
by a tug and larded at one of the piers of the
Hamburg-Amerioan L'ne. Hers is the story
whioh Kutza to'd a reporter of THEBUN:

“Iknew the +hip was afire, but I didn'tsap-
pose she wus afire all over until we got well out
into the river. Then I saw the flames come up
in o great column a little aft of amidships, and
Justafter that I saw flames in the bow. [ was

| m-;llhhto .;._...“ |int la.wnh
:p‘c‘nur seye-glasees, |5 Maiden Lane, v
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